
Becoming Fire 

A n undertaking such as this owes many debts. It is a great pleasure 
to thank those whose care and expertise have made this book possible. 
Becoming Fire was conceived as a benefit project to support youth in 
exploring vocation, theology, spirituality, service, and social change 
through Andover Newton Theological School’s Faith Youth Institute 
(FYI), a program I am privileged to direct. I am deeply grateful to the 
many teenagers, seminarians, and graduate faculty who have partici-
pated in FYI, and who offer living examples each summer of what it 
might mean to “become fire.” Many thanks also to Craig Dykstra, 
Christopher Coble, Carol Lytch, and their colleagues at the Lilly En-
dowment Inc. and the Fund for Theological Education, who have pro-
vided essential vision and support for the movement to encourage 
emerging leaders in programs such as FYI at seminaries, colleges, and 
divinity schools across North America. Funding for this publication 
comes from a generous sustainability grant from the Lilly Endowment 
Inc.  
 I am greatly indebted to the following people: the contributors to 
this volume, Cynthia Maciel Knowles for overseeing production, Leslie 
Ann Fraser for the book design, David Gerratt for the cover, and vol-
unteers Deane Lindsey Kern, Charles E. Kern II, Montague Kern, 
Miriam Levering, and Priscilla Rodd, who have offered invaluable edi-
torial assistance. Other members of the Kern, Levering, Grunko, Mor-
gan and Barbour families have contributed important advice and en-
couragement, as have Jeffrey Fine, Brother Jonathan Maury, Steve 
Walker, Patricia Watson, and Doug Holder, publisher of Ibbetsen 
Street Press.  
 A special thanks to those teachers and mentors whose interests in 
theology, religious studies, spirituality, contemporary writing, and the 
faith of rising generations have helped to shape my own. These include 
Andover Newton’s Interim Dean, Robert Pazmiño, and Professors 
Mark Burrows, Mark Heim, Gregory Mobley, and Benjamin Valentin, 
Dr. Rodney Petersen of the Boston Theological Institute (BTI) and 
colleagues in the BTI Youth and Young Adult Ministry Studies pro-
gram, and current and former faculty and staff at Guilford College, 
especially David Landis Barnhill, Max Carter, Joseph Groves, Judith 
Harvey, Adrienne Israel, R. Melvin Keiser, Deborah Shaw, John Stone-
burner, and Carole Treadway.  
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 Many Andover Newton colleagues have assisted with this project 
and with FYI in numerous ways, especially President Nick Carter, Presi-
dent Emeritus Benjamin Griffin, Desne Crossley, Nancy Nienhuis, 
Robert MacDonald, Margaret Carroll, Darrick Jackson, Matt Carriker, 
Marraine Kettell, Richard Haley, Karen Brockney, Nancy Stuart, 
Carole Sorensen, and Michael Delfino. Special thanks also to Professor 
Or N. Rose of neighboring Hebrew College. I am also indebted to Dor-
sey Wilberger Jr. and Linda Wilberger, the Boston Baptist Social Un-
ion, Ecclesia Ministries, June Cooper, and others who have supported 
the Faith Youth Institute.  
 This book bears the mark of many people beyond those who have 
assisted directly.  I suspect that each of the contributors could offer her 
or his own list of communities that inform and inspire our work and 
witness. For me this includes fellow members of the Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers) and friends from Sidwell Friends School, Pendle 
Hill Quaker Study Center, Taizé, the World Council of Churches, the 
homeless community of common cathedral, the Catholic Worker, the 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist (Episcopal), writers and activists in 
the Boston area and beyond, and all those in the ecumenical and inter-
faith communities who encourage rising generations in their efforts to 
mend the world (tikkun olam).  
 Most importantly, I wish to thank my wife Rebecca Grunko and 
our three-year old son Elias for their patience, love, and good humor. 
After living with this book for many months, perhaps it is no surprise 
that Elias’s favorite song is “Fire Baby” (an original composition), or 
that he spent one memorable summer day chasing me with a garden 
hose, yelling “Daddy, are you on fire?” For the many unexpected bless-
ings and challenges of this project, I give thanks to the One who is pre-
sent—as a Taizé song reminds us—even within our darkest night, to kin-
dle the fire that never dies away. 
 
Grateful acknowledgement is made to the editors of the publications in which 
the following works originally appeared:  
 

ERIKA DREIFUS:  A version of “Lebensraum” first appeared in Southern 
Indiana Review.  
 

LAUREL DYKSTRA: “Sister Resisters” first appeared in Hospitality, a pub-
lication of the Open Door Community in Atlanta, offering hospitality 
and resistance in the Catholic Worker Movement tradition.   
 

CHRISTINA HUTCHINS:  “Magnificat” appears in her book, Collecting 
Light (Berkeley, CA: Acacia Books, 1999). It was written and first pub-
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lished as a Christmas card in 1998 for Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley, CA. “The Unfolding” first appeared in the Journal of Feminist 
Studies in Religion, and was written in honor of the artist Katharine 
Kunst.  
 

ALEXANDER LEVERING KERN:  “Terminals and Departures” quotes the 
sermon “I See the Promised Land,” reprinted by arrangement with the 
Estate of Martin Luther King Jr., care of Writers House as agent for the 
proprietor, New York, NY. Copyright 1968 Martin Luther King Jr., 
copyright renewed 1996 Coretta Scott King. 
 

DEANE LINDSEY KERN: “The Trickster Carries Jesus Above the World” 
first appeared in Potomac Review.  
 

MEGAN LYNES:  “Finding You Slowly” first appeared in the Beacon Hill 
Friends House Newsletter.  
 

JESSICA MESMAN:  “Diary of an Excommunication” and “Motherland: 
After Katrina” first appeared in Godspy (www.godspy.com).  
 

EBOO PATEL: “A Muslim at the Catholic Worker.” Excerpt by Dr. 
Eboo Patel is from  Awakening the Spirit, Inspiring the Soul: 30 Stories of 
Interspiritual Discovery in the Community of Faiths © 2004 by Wayne Teas-
dale and Martha Howard. Permission granted by SkyLight Paths Pub-
lishing, P.O. Box 237, Woodstock, VT 05091 USA, 
www.skylightpaths.com. 
 

DIANE PAYNE:  “Tongue-Tied” first appeared in her book, Burning  
Tulips (Granada Hills, CA: Red Hen Press, 2004).   
 

NITA PENFOLD:  “Calling” first appeared in her collection, Mile-High 
Blue-Sky Pie (Columbus, OH: Pudding House Publications, 2002).  
 

OR N. ROSE:  “Theological Growing Pains: A Personal Reflection” first 
appeared in Tikkun: A Critique of Politics, Culture & Society. 
 

DAVID SIROIS: A version of “Song of a Seeker” first appeared in  
Ibbetson Street Press. 
 

IAN THAL:  “A Child’s Trip Through The Underworld” first appeared 
in Deborah Priestly and Tim Gager, eds., Out of the Blue Writers Unite:  
An Anthology of Poetry and Prose (Crooked River Press, 2003); “Leaky 
Faucet Mantra” first appeared in Flash!Point; “Transcendence in  
Motion” first appeared in Poesy.  
 

SOPHIE WADSWORTH: “Potato Field” first appeared in Plain magazine. 
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In memory of  

Daniel O’Connor, Jacob Waletzky, and Laura Sherman 

  friends from this generation: much loved, much missed  

and to  

the hopes of generations to come 

Z 
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A POET’S PROLOGUE 

Voice at the forehead, 
I hear you moving 
inside my lips with the 
arms of your word, 
gentle Potter. 
If you write me over 
myself, the wheel 
will turn, and  
I will be spoken. 
You and your two  
others. 
 
Again, again, again. 

Dedication to My Muse 

J. Tien-Hwei Law 
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